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Summary of reasons 
for classification: 

The publication entitled Neo_Pomographia Vol. 4 is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The publication presents depictions of sexual activity between women and women, and men and 
women in a sparse setting. Throughout the nearly two hour-long feature women are treated 
extremely aggressively during sexual activity, to the point that much of the sex has a violent tone. 
All of the scenes have a constant commentary of abusive comments to and about the women. The 
behaviour and treatment seems calculated to reinforce negative stereotypes of women, and to 
present them as inferior beings to men. The women performers allow themselves to be treated in 
such away and at times encourage the treatment. This is likely to have the effect of creating the 
impression that women enjoy being treated with contempt, hostility and aggression. 

The availability of the publication is likely to be injurious to the public good. The Classification 
Office was not able to offer excisions to the distributor of the publication because these would be 
too extensive to be practicable. 

Proponents of this type of material are likely to argue that the publication contains sex that 
explores the boundaries of sexual dominance and submission in a legitimate, consensual adult 
setting, and that viewers will recognise that the actors are role-playing. It is the Classification 
Office's view, however, that the publication's dominant effect is to reduce women's status and 
dehumanise them. The men's contempt for the women, and the women's submission, feels real, 
and the feature has an intense tone that suggests that the men's conduct is not role-playing, but a 
demonstration of genuine attitudes. 

The classification of objectionable interferes with adults' freedom of expression as set out in the 
New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. However, this right needs to be balanced against the likely 
injury to the public good from making available a publication that represents women as inferior 
and that promotes attitudes towards women that most New Zealanders would find disturbing and 
unacceptable. The classification of objectionable reflects the concerns of New Zealand's 
democratic society, as set out by Parliament in the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification 
Act 1993, that such publications should not be available. This is the minimum restriction that can 
be applied to prevent injury to the public good. 
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